
 
                      
                       

   Upcoming Events 
 
    *  Announcement of  
        incoming TSIC  
        Scholarship Students 
        Class of 2020, Mon., 
        Nov. 16 
     
    * TSIC Holiday Party,  
       Thurs., Dec. 10, 5-7 p.m. 
       School Board Meeting 
       Room 
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Your Gift Goes A Long Way 
 
Tina Marie (name changed) was living on the streets in a small Florida community, 
just like Charlotte County. Her father was deceased, her mother was in jail and there 
were no other family members to take her in. She was alone, and she was scared in 
her homeless world. She was hungry most of the time. She was in and out of school. 
But on the days she went to school, she thrived. She was bright and attentive. Her 
grades were mostly A’s and B’s.  
 
As her situation grew worse, a friend’s mother brought her into their home. She  
became her legal guardian so that she could give her a permanent address, a hot 
meal and a warm bed. Tina Marie began to thrive in her new environment. But she 
continued to worry about her future and how she would survive.  
 
Her Guidance Counselor, who knew of her situation, nominated her for a Take Stock 
in Children scholarship hoping she could get into this program that would award her 
with a four-year college scholarship. Tina Marie was selected for the program in  
9th-grade. She was given a mentor in the program, someone who would listen to her 
and help guide her through life’s challenges.  
 
Against All Odds  
 
Tina Marie continued to work hard in her academics. By the time she was a senior, 
her GPA was a 3.8 and she was taking all Honors and Advanced Placement (AP)  
classes. When she graduated last year, she was at the top of her class. She was 
awarded her Take Stock in Children scholarship, along with various other scholar-
ships, giving her the chance to attend college, totally FREE. 
 
With your donation to the Charlotte Local Education Foundation (CLEF), you can help  
students just like Tina Maria beat the odds of poverty, homelessness, and becoming a 
high school dropout. She says she wants to become a nurse to help others right here 
in her own community, just like Charlotte County.  
 
Please click here to donate to CLEF today and help a young student beat the odds! 

http://charlotteschoolfoundation.org/ways-to-give2/donate-now/


        

    

A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR 
 
 
As we begin the season of thanksgiving, I 
wanted to take this opportunity to thank 
the Charlotte County community for your 
warm welcome extended to me into the 
community and the support you continue 
to give the Charlotte Local Education 
Foundation. 
 
Through your support, we are able to 
offer four-year college tuition scholar-
ships to students who otherwise would 
not be able to attend college. This is life-
changing for these young students. Many 
are the first in their family to attend  
college.  
 
Marco dreams of becoming an interna-
tional lawyer. While Mykelli would like to 
become a physical therapist. Randall is 
thinking about becoming a veterinarian 
and Richie is considering a career in the 
medical field or maybe something to do 
with music.  
 
Thank you for giving these students and 
others (all 44 of them) hope to make their 
dreams come alive. Without your  
continued financial support, our Take 
Stock in Children students would not be 
able to attain their career goals. We 
greatly appreciate your faith in them and 
in CLEF to support their dreams of a 
better future for them and for us.   
 
Sharon McNeal 
CLEF Executive Director 

National Merit Semifinalist: Alana Hunter 

From formulas and equations she has learned through her Pre-
Algebra, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, 
Trigonometry, and Calculus classes , to 
thoughts of adventure, sci-fi, and fantsay, 
TSIC student, Alana Hunter, 12th grader, 
Charlotte High School, sees herself becom-
ing a high school math teacher or perhaps a 
writer. She loves to read fiction stories 
about adventure, sci-fi and fantasy. J.R.R. 
Tolkien, author of Lord of the Rings is her 
favorite author. She has even worked on writing her own story 
dealing with aliens and human butterflies.  
 
Alana is also a semifinalist in for the 2016 National Merit Schol-
arship. Of the 1.5 million entrants into this prestigious program, 
some 50,000 with the highest PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index 
scores (critical reading + mathematics + writing skills scores) 
qualify for recognition in this program. The semifinalists make 

up about 34,000 of the approximately 
50,000 high scores on the test. Around 
15,000 will be notified in February 
2016  that they are a finalist. National 
Merit Scholarship winners (around 
7,400) will be announced beginning in 
March and continuing to mid-June.  
 

Alana hopes to surpass her brother who also was a National 
Merit Scholarship semifinalist. If she becomes a winner, Alana 
will join the ranks of many well known writers, including  
bestselling author and National Merit Scholarship winner,  
Stephenie Morgan-Meyer, author of the Twilight series, one of 
Alana’s favorite writers. 
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Bud — Today’s younger generation is much more in tune with 
the digital world, but they need to better understand the inter-
personal relationships that are the essential ingredient of team 
building. Our life and work experiences as adults can help  
broaden the mentees perspectives. 
 
CLEF — Anything else you would like for potential mentors to 
know? 
 
Bud — The young men and women in this program need your 
help. Many of the students come from challenging  backgrounds. 
They can benefit greatly from your academic trials and  
tribulations. You can help them understand the great  
opportunity that is presented by this program. That success here 
holds the promise of better choices for later in life, and you will 
be helping them realize their dreams.  
 

  
     
 
     
    Bud Bell, Brigadier General,     
    USAF, Retired 
    Mentor since April 2015 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“I urge all military personnel (retired, reserve, or active duty) to 
join me in the fight to win a higher education for our Charlotte 
County students as a mentor. Join the CLEF Team today!” 

Mentor Spotlight 

Take Stock in Children (TSIC) mentor,  
Anthony “Bud” Bell, Brigadier General, 
USAF, Retired, has been a CLEF mentor 
since April 2015. Below is Bud’s  
impression of being a fairly new TSIC 
mentor. 
 
CLEF — Bud, you are a new TSIC mentor 
in our program, what made you decide 
to join our team? 
 
Bud — After I retired from the USAF, I 
decided to get involved in mentoring 
young men and women. In some sense, 
being a high school mentor was a logical 
continuation of my active duty service.  
 
CLEF — What is the best part of being a 
TSIC mentor? 
 
Bud — For me, the best part of  
being a TSIC mentor is the growth seen 
in the mentee. They just seem to  
blossom socially, personally, and most of 
all academically. I know I’m making a  
difference in someone’s life.  
 
CLEF — What is it that attracted you to 
our program? 
 
Bud — I did some mentoring when I lived 
in Dade County, GA. Their program was 
aimed to support students  
challenged by family problems and/or 
academic problems. The difference with 
your OUTSTANDING program is the  
acceleration in the educational process 
and to move the student on to  
completing their college Bachelor’s  
degree.  
 
CLEF — What advice would you give to 
someone who is thinking about joining 
our team as a TSIC mentor? 
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Take Stock in Children Spotlight 
Marco Guzman 

 
Marco Guzman is a senior at Port Charlotte High school who has his vision set 
on attending Harvard University with a career goal of becoming an International 
Lawyer. He is also the President of the Model United Nations team that  
competes nationally.  
 
CLEF — What is it about Harvard that intrigues you? 
 
Marco — Initially, I was drawn to Harvard University by its prestige, as are many. I was lucky enough this 
past summer to have the opportunity to visit not only Harvard, but Brown, Yale, and Northeastern Universi-
ties. The experience of both the student body and climate — ranging from literal temperament to the  
political landscape and vibrancy of the location — convinced me of what I already felt as I stepped onto  
Harvard’s campus.  
 
CLEF — Why did you join the MUN team? 
 
Marco — I joined the Port Charlotte High School’s Model United Nations team during my Freshman year. My 
role is International Law expert and President of the UN Academic Debate Team.  
 
CLEF — What is your favorite subject in school? 
 
Marco — In all, my favorite topic of discussion is — much to my friends’ dismay — International Law. The 
complexity and redundancies it holds bore many and confuse more, but for me it’s charm is in no way  
sacrificed by its complexity. I enjoy the advantage my expanded understanding of International Law grants 
me in a heated debate in MUN. 
 
If you would like to watch Marco and the rest of the Port Charlotte High School MUN Team compete, below 
are their upcoming conferences: 
 
 RHSMUN, San Francisco — Dec. 8-14  

 Georgetown University — Feb. 9-15  

 GatorMUN, U.F. — Jan. 29-31  

 FGCU — March 9-11  
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Remember CLEF for Your Holiday Shopping 
 
When you shop online at smile.amazon.com, remember to sign up CLEF (Charlotte Local Education Foundation) as 
your charitable organization. When you do, CLEF will receive 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.  
 
What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your 
favorite charitable organization, CLEF, every time you shop at no 
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the 
exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping  
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase price to CLEF.  
 
How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply got to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. 
You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping. 
 
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 
Tens of millions of products are available. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” 
on their product detail pages.  
 
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 
Yes, you can use the same account.  
 
How do I select CLEF to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you will need to select Charlotte Local Education Foundation 
to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. The website will then remember your  
selection of CLEF, and every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation for CLEF. 
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Thank you to CLEF Take Stock in Children Community Partners for  
donating gift cards to our students. Every gift and dollar counts  
towards benefiting the needs of our students. To become a CLEF  
Community Partner, contact Sharon McNeal: 
E: sharon.mcneal@yourcharlotteschools.net 

Port  Charlotte Port  Charlotte 

Port  Charlotte 



   
Teacher & Support Employee  

of the Year  
CLEF’s Biggest Event of the Year 

 
The BIGGEST event of the year for the Charlotte Local Educa-
tion Foundation is fast approaching, and you don’t want to 
miss it. The 2016 Teacher and Support Employee of the Year 

Celebration, will be held Thursday, Jan. 14, 2016. The event will be hosted by Murdock Baptist Church, 18375 
Cochran Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL. We set a new record for the most nominations ever for this outstanding 
award, 105 nominations for teachers and 26 for support employees. That’s a huge increase over last years, 
17 teacher nominations and 19 support employee nominations.  
 
This prestigious awards presentation would not be made possible without the community support of our lo-
cal sponsors and individual supporters. We still need your sponsorships and donations to honor the Charlotte 
County Public Schools’ outstanding teachers and support employees. Please join the following community 
sponsors by contacting the CLEF office today to become a sponsor or make a donation.  
 
Diamond Level — with a named TSIC Scholarship 
 Suncoast Credit Union 
 
Bronze Level 
 Byrski Estate & Elder Law   
 Farr Law Firm 
 Panther Hollow Dental Lodge 
 Patricia A. Scott, DDS, PA 
 
Copper Level 
 Charlotte State Bank & Trust 
 
Quartz Level 
 Ashley, Brown & Company, CPAs 
 Kirschner Chiropractic & Wellness Center 
 Peninsula Property of CAPE   
 Dr. & Mrs. David Rice 
 Kiwanis Club of Punta Gorda 
 Steven Jakubaitis DMD PA 
 Whitesides Orthodontics 
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I am thankful to have a great new  
mentor.   
 
I am thankful for my "Pirate Pride" 
Marching Band family. 
 
I am thankful that Great Grandpa  
Tucker's gift helped me buy a new 
Electric Guitar. 

Richie Tucker, freshman 
Port Charlotte High School 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Florida Prepaid College Board is proud to offer 10 lucky families an opportunity to create a brighter  
future for their children or grandchildren. The Florida Prepaid Scholarship Program gives you the chance to 
win one of TEN 2-Year Florida College Plan scholarships, valued at $9,200! The scholarships will be provided 
by the Florida Prepaid College Foundation.  
 

 The 2-Year Florida College Plan covers tuition and other specified fees for 60 lower division credit 
hours at a Florida College.  

 
 A student earning an Associate’s Degree at any Florida College is guaranteed admission to a State 

University.  
 
 In addition to the 2-Year Florida College Plans, there will also be 10 weekly prize winners (a total 

of 50 over the five-week program). 
 
 You can participate daily! The more entries you receive, the better your chances of winning.  
 

The program runs through Nov. 15, 2015, at 11:59 p.m. Entering is simple. Just visit floridaprepaidscholar-
shipprogram.com for Sweepstakes Rules and details for your chance at this remarkable opportunity!  
 
Eligibility 
Open to legal residents of the State of Florida with children or grandchildren between the ages of newborn 
through 8th grade who have fully and satisfactorily completed the scholarship entry requirements and are 
otherwise eligible to participate at time of entry. 
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I’m thankful for my family, friends, and mentor 
who are always encouraging me to be the best 
I can be. Being able to wake up everyday with 
opportunities to make a difference in other 
lives, improve myself, and accomplish my 
goals are some of the things I highly 
appreciate.  

Katie Nguyen, senior 
Charlotte High School 
 

http://www.floridaprepaidscholarshipprogram.com/
http://www.floridaprepaidscholarshipprogram.com/
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     War on the Peace Dragon Boat Festival 2015 
     Thank You to Our Sponsors 
 
  Harbor Nissan — Title Sponsor 
   Suncoast Credit Union — T-shirt Sponsor   Landsberg Bennett Private Wealth Management 
   Jim Gordon       Qualify Race Sponsor 
   Ingman Marine      American Auto Body     
   All That Jazz       Centennial Bank — Punta Gorda 
   GetMoreOffers.com     Jeffery Joffe, DMD 
   Boyd Gilleland      Tamina Aratari, Allison James Real Estate 
   Jeri Schaller of Keller-Williams    Millennium Physican Group 
   Burnt Store Pizzeria      Charlotte Harbor Youth Sailing 
   DeVine Salon & Spa      Bevis Group ReMaxx Realty 
   Pier One Yachts      River Rats 
   Charlie’s Shoe Repair     All Injuries Law Firm 
   Peace River Distributors     Punta Gorda Chamber of Commerce 

   Thank you to Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club Harbor Dragons for organizing this event. 



  
 
 

    
    

    

 

Charlotte Local Education Foundation 
Board of Directors 

 
Kim Amontree, President    Arlene Chase   Tyler Patak 
Geri Waksler, Vice President   Alex Graham   Thomas Williamson 
Robert Pietrasanta, Secretary   Maureen Guarino  Kimberley Widgeon 
Betty Gissendanner, Treasurer   Jan-Erik Hustrulid  Bob Segur, School Board Representative 
Ann Berger     Russell Kirshy   Steve Dionisio, Superintendent 
Amy Biener     Kreg Maheu   Sharon McNeal, Executive Director
  

CAR MAGNETS FOR SALE 

Join the CCPS Team. Purchase your car  
magnet to support Charlotte County  
Public Schools. Cost is $10 per magnet.  
All proceeds will be used to benefit CCPS 
students. You may purchase them at the 
CLEF office: 941.255.7500 x294 
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Stay Tuned . . . 

Class of 2020 Take Stock in Children  
Scholarship Winners Announced 

 
The CLEF Take Stock in Children Selection Committee is 
currently in the process of selecting the next TSIC scholar-
ship winners for Charlotte County. The GRAND  
ANNOUNCEMENT will be made on Monday, Nov. 16.  

  Have you been missing some of the latest news from the   
  Charlotte Local Education Foundation? Do you want to  
  see what our Take Stock in Children scholars have been  
  up to? 
 
  Then join, like, and share us on our Facebook page:  
  www.facebook.com/Charlotte-Local-Education-  
  Foundation 

Become a Mentor Today! 

https://www.facebook.com/Charlotte-Local-Education-Foundation-176490582534455/
https://www.facebook.com/Charlotte-Local-Education-Foundation-176490582534455/

